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Human Rights Watch (HRW) is one of the world’s leading independent 

organizations dedicated to defending and protecting human rights. By 

focusing international attention where human rights are violated, the 

organisation gives voice to the oppressed and holds oppressors 

accountable for their crimes. HRW’s headquarter is in New York. It 

conducts research and advocacy on human rights.  

  Pursuant to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) opposes violations of what are 

considered basic human rights under the UDHR. This includes capital 

punishment and discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. HRW 

advocates freedoms in connection with fundamental human rights, such 

as freedom of religion and freedom of the press. HRW seeks to achieve 

change by publicly pressuring governments and their policymakers to curb 

human rights abuses, and by convincing more powerful governments to use 

their influence on governments that violate human rights. 

  Human Rights Watch publishes research reports on violations 

of international human rights norms as set out by the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (UDHR) and what it perceives to be other internationally 

accepted, human-rights norms. These reports are used as the basis for 

drawing international attention to abuses and pressuring governments and 

international organizations to reform. Researchers conduct fact-finding 

missions to investigate suspect situations also using diplomacy, staying in 

touch with victims, making files about public and individuals, and providing 

required security for them in critical situations and in a proper time 

generate coverage in local and international media. Issues raised by Human 

Rights Watch in its reports include social and gender 

discrimination, torture, military use of children, political corruption, abuses 

in criminal justice systems, and the legalization of abortion.  HRW has 

documented and reported various violations of the laws 

of war and international humanitarian law. 
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