
HumanisticGeography

Humanisticgeographystudieshumanawarenessandhumanagency,

humanconsciousnessandhumancreativity.It,therefore,dealswiththe

meaning,Valueandhumansignificanceoflifeevents.ItInterpretsman-

space relationship with the historicalapproach.Humanism is a

subjectiveapproachwhichaimsat'Verstehn',i.e.,understandingofman

inhisenvironment.William Kirkwasthefirstgeographertoadvocatea

humanisticapproach in 1951.ButitwasYiFu Tuan (1976)who

postulated humanistic geography.Humanism grew as a criticism

againstpositivism andQuantificationingeography.Humanistsarenotin

favourofreducingspacetomereGeometricalconceptsofsurfaceas

viewed by the positivists.From a humanistic viewpoint,space is

inseparablefrom consciousnessofhumanswho inhabitit.Itshifted

from itsattackonpositivism tocriticizestructuralism andstructural

Marxism;simultaneouslyitmovesfrom itsassociationwithidealism to

developamoreincisivemethodologyinthefieldofGeography.

PrinciplesofHumanism

 TostudytheSpacialBodyofknowledge,reflectionandsubstance

regardinghumanexperienceandhumanexpression.

 ItDealswithliterarycriticism,aestheticsandarthistory.

 ItEndeavourstointerpretthelandscapeasamedium ofsymbolic

meaning.Italsowidensthetraditionaldefinitionsoficonography-

Study,Description,CataloguingandCollectiverepresentationof

landscape.

 It Relies on Participant observation.Discussion and logical

Conclusionratherthanquantitativetools.

 Humanists believe in objectification being notas simple an



exerciseasitisassumedtobe.

ThemesinHumanisticGeography:

A.GeographicalKnowledge:

 KnowledgeofGeographyisabasicinstantforthesurvivalof

animals.Evennongeographerspossessamentalmapregarding

space,location,placeanresources.

 TheFormalizationandprogressofHumanism duringthe1970s

maybeattributedtodeepdissatisfactionwiththemechanistic

modalspropoundedbyspatialsciencethathadbeenvogueduring

thequantitativerevolution.

 Due to This reason during,the initialyears,both behavioural

Geographyaswellashumanisticgeographywereinseparablein

theirapproach.

 ButHumanisticGeographysoonestablisheditselfasadistrict

identitybecauseofitsemphasisonthe“essentialsubjectivityof

boththeinvestigatorandtheinvestigated”.

 Humanism ismorethanamerecriticalPhilosophy,ratheritisa

rejectionofthe ‘Geometricdeterminism whichviewshuman

being as always dictated by“universalspatialstructures and

abstractspatiallogics”.

B.TerritoryandPlace:

 Likeotheranimals,humanshaveasenseofbelongingtoaplace

orterritory.Whichtheyprotectfortheirsurvival,Forexample,

Huntersandfoodgatherersmaynotenvisagetheboundaryofa

placeorTerritory,WhichremainsaNetworkofPathsandPlaces.

C.CrowdingandPrivacy:



 A crowdedplaceoftengeneratespsychologicalstress.However,

Culture,SocialInstitutions and infrastructures reduce these

stresses.Manneedsprivacyinordertogeneratehisownworld,

wherehecanexercisehiscreativeabilityinsolitude.

D.LivelihoodandEconomies:

 Almostallhumanactivitiesarefunctionalinnature,sincethey

supportthesocialsystem,towhichthehumanbeingbelongs.

People plan TheirEconomic Activities according to theirof

knowledgeandtechnology.

E.Religion:Religionisauniversalinstitution.Allovertheworldreligious

cultureseekscoherenceandaclearlystructuredworldview.Huminists

arguedthatweshouldtakeintoconsiderationtheindividualhuman

desireforcoherenceandalsohowitdiffersfrom persontoperson.

Criticism ofhuministicGeography:--

1)Criticsarguedthatinhuminism itisdifficulttodraw anyconclusion

becauseonecanneverbesure.whethertherightconclusionhasbeen

reached.

2.One methodologicalgrounds ,itseparate physicalfrom human

geography.Suchdichotomyisharmful.

3.Since huministic geography heavily depends on participants

observation.Itisdifficulttodeveloptheory,abstraction,generalization

andspatialgeometry.

4.It'sdependsmoreonsubjecttivethanobjectiveresearch.

5.It'sputsleastemphasisonappliedresearch.Thetrendisharmfulfor

geographyasotherdisciplinearewellaheadinthisregards.

6.Huministic geographythusnotofferanyalternative to scientific



geography.Itisbestseenasaform ofcriticism.


