
GEOGRAPHICALDETERMINISM
Introduction:
GeographicalDeterminism means (from the Greek word 'geographia'
meaning “descriptionoftheEarth”andLatinword'Determine,meaning“I
define”):a world outlook and a scientific/philosophicalschoolwhose
backersabsolutizetheinfluenceofgeographicalconditionsonhumanlives
andactionsclaimingthatgeographicalenvironmentisthedeterminative
factorofsocialdevelopment.Undergeographicalenvironmentismeant,as
arule,thepartofterrestrialnature(theupperlithosphere,theatmosphere,
thehydrosphere,floraandfauna)involvedinhumanactivitiesandbeinga
necessarypreconditionforsocialexistenceanddevelopment.

HISTORICALVIEW OFDETERMINISM:--TheFrenchphilosophersofthe
eighteenthcenturyTurgotandMontesquieuarecommonlythoughtofas
thefoundersofgeographicaldeterminism,thisconceptdatesbackto
Antiquity.We can distinguish between realgeographicaldeterminism
developed bythe Greek historians Herodotus and Strobon aiming at
revealing the dialectics ofinterrelations between nature and human
development;physiologicalgeographicaldeterminism founded by the
Greek physician Hippocrates and studying interconnections between
human health and natural environment; geopolitical geographical
environment.

In the eighteenth centurya mechanistic geographicaldeterminism
emergedinsistingonnearlytotaldependenceofhumanactivityonnatural
environment.Thefounderandthemostoutstandingrepresentativeofthis
schoolwastheFrenchEnlightenmentphilosopherCharlesMontesquieu
(1689–1755).InhislargetreatiseOntheSpiritofLawsheextensively
announced his concept,stating thattheirgeographicaland climatic
environmentdirectlycauseshumanlife,morals,laws,customs,evidence
andpoliticalorganization.

German ethnographerand geographerF.Ratzelwas the foremost
representativeofgeographicaldeterminism attheendofthenineteenth
centuryandthebeginningofthetwentiethcentury.Buildinguponideasof
Kant,vonHumboldt,Ritter,andothers,hewasthefirstonetolinkpolitics
togeographyinhisattemptstoexplainthebehaviorofthisorthatstateby
itsgeographicalpositionandthespaceitoccupies.Thefullestdescription
oftheseideascanbefoundinhisvolumePoliticalGeography(1887).

In 20thcentury,humaneconomicand sociallifedepended on the
geographicenvironmentandtheforcesofnaturelessthanwhentheir
economicandtechnicalcapabilitieswerehigher.

CONNCEPTOFDETERMINISM:---
Philosophyofdeterminism is based upon the interaction between

primitivehumansocietyandstrongforcesofnature.Itsaysthatthestrong
forcesofenvironmentcontrolthecourseofhumanactions.Thisimplies
thatthehistory,culture,modeoflivingandthelevelofdevelopmentofthe
societalgroupsandcountriesareexclusivelyorlargelycontrolledbythe



physicalenvironment.
Determinism is also called as 'Environmental Determinism'.This

philosophy says thatthe aspects ofphysicalgeography,particularly
climate,influencedthepsychologicalmindsetofindividuals,whichinturn
definedthebehaviourandcultureofthesocietythatthoseindividuals
formed.Forexample,tropicalclimatesweresaidtocauselaziness,relaxed
attitudesandpromiscuity,whilethefrequentvariabilityintheweatherof
themiddlelatitudesledtomoredeterminedanddrivenworkethics.

BasicPrinciplesofenvironmentaldeterminism:--
1.AccordingtoDeterminism,manisapassiveagentandnatureisa

active agent,which controls and determines the action and decision
makingprocessesofman.

2.As perdeterminism,the human actions can be explained as a
responsestothenaturalenvironment.

3.Thecorephilosophyisthatthesupremeachievementsofcivilization
inanyregionwerealwaysBoundupwithaparticulartypeofclimateand
variationsinclimateledtopulsationsinthehistoryandcultureofthe
people.

CONCLUSION:----Thegeographerswhopropoundedthistheorysaythat
thecivilisationsofEgyptians,Mesopotamians,indusvalley,disappeared
becauseoftheclimaticchanges.ThisattracksoftheCentralAsiannomads
indifferentdirectionsinthe13thcenturywerealsoattributedtothedrying
upoftheirpasturesdirectionsofclimaticchange.


