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PHILOSOPHYOFPOSITIVISM

Inthe19thcenturyFrenchgeographerorphilosopherAugustComtedevelopedanddefinedthe

theterm 'positivism'inhisbooks"TheCourseinPositivePhilosophy"and"AGeneralviewof

Positivism".Hetheorisedthattheknowledgegainedfrom Positivism canbeusedtoeffectthe

courseofsocialchangeandimprovethehumancondition.Positivism describesanapproachto

thestudyofsocietythatspecificallyutilisesscientificevidence,likeexperiment,statisticsand

qualificationsorquantitativeresults,torevealatruthaboutthewayofsocietyoperatesand

functions.Itisbasedontheassumptionthatitispossibletoobservesociallifeandestablished

reliable,validknowledgeabouthowitworks.

TheproponentsofPositivism advocatethesciencecanonlyconcernitselfwithempirical

questions.Empiricalquestionsarequestionsabouthowthingsareinreality.Inthiscontext,

realityisdefinedas"theworldwhichcanbesensed.Inempiricalstudyorenquiryitisassumed

thatfactsspeakforthemselves.Itmeans"Scienceisconcernedwiththeobjectintheworld".

Therefore,positivism isalsocalled"Empiricism".

Positivism alsosaysthatwhichisnotderivedfrom theevidencesofthesenseisnot

knowledge.Reliableknowledgecanonlycomefrom basicobservationsofactualconditions.To

bescientificistobeobjectives,truthfulandneutral.Thus,positivism isaphilosophywhichis

alsocalledAnti-idealism.Positivism furtherstressthatsincewecannotinvestigateandtest

moralnormslikevalues,beliefs,attitude,customs,traditionsandtaste.Inthecontextof

positivism weshouldkeepawayfrom normativequestions.Inotherwordourtraditions,liking,

attitudesandasthenicsatisfactionscannotbejustifiedscientifically

FivebasicprinciplesofPositivism------------:

1.Thelogicofinquiryisidenticalacrossallthebranchesofscience.

2.Thegoalofinquiryistoexplain,explore,predictanddiscussion.

3.Researchshouldbeobservedempiricallywithhumansenses.

4.Scienceisnotthesameascommonsense.

5.Scienceshouldbejudgedbylogicandremainfreeofvalues.


